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St. Matthew ix. 33, and St. Luke x. 2. 


Pray ye therefore the-Lord of the Harveſt, that 
be will ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt, 
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To the SERIOUSö 


CANDIDATES 


QO'F 'T-H EZ 


Holy Chriſtian Miniſtry, 


THIS 


Poſthumous TREATISE 


Is earneſtly Recommended, 
And Dedicated, 
By the Sox of the AUTHoR, 


5 1 


| K — e ner emen 


CT 


"wu em, 6-7 22024 nt 


* . Y Y 
- * 
* , * 
= * - \ 
* . do : 
* N — * T * 9 o © # 9 1 a * 
| — " * 4 # 2 1 3 x +» 
> - = 
* . " 
* * 7 


8 


INTRODUCTION. 


men at a Countty Town, who had met 
together for their mutual Diverſion, in the 
' Year 1703; the Subject of their Diſcourſe 
accidentally turned upon. the Queſtion of the 
Inward Call to the Holy Miniſtry; and a 
Preſbyter of bright Spirit, and no ſmall Im- 
provement, did boldly affirm, That there was 
nothing more requiſite to ſatisfy the Conſcience 
of One who was to enter into Holy Orders, 
with reſpect to any Inward Call, than was e- 
qually neceſſary to all other Men, who enter 
upon any other worldly Imployment, how 
mean and deſpicable ſoever; vouching the Au- 
thority of Biſhop Sander ſon in this Sentiment, 
and advancing that Biſhop's Reaſoning to ſup- 
port it. This occaſion'd ſome warm Debate 
by the Oppoſition he received, in which the 
Author of the following Enquiry had taken 
part; who ſoon after had the following Qux- 
RIES and ANSWERS ſent to him, by the afore- 
ſaid Preſbyter, in the Manner of a Challenge. 
It was to vindicate the Truth, in a Mat- 
ter of Importance, in which the Honour of 


CHRIST'S 


[ N a friendly Conference of ſome Clergy- 
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2 INTRODUCTION, 


CuRi1sT's Church, and the Conſciences of 
all who enter into Holy Orders, are nearly 
concerned ; and to uſe my beſt, though weak, 
Endeavour, to fatisfy this Gentleman and a 
few others who ſeem'd inclined to take part 
with him, that I then took ſome pains to ſet 
this Queſtion in a due Light, by this ſhort 
Treatiſe. And becauſe the peruſal of it in 
MS, hath often contributed to give comforta- 
ble Satisfaction to devout and cautious Men 
before their receiving Holy Orders; and that 
it hath never ſince that time, been encountered. 
with any Contradiftion, though it has un- 
dergone the Examination of many learned 


Men: I have therefore adventured to publiſh 


it, in hopes that it may be of more general 
Uſe and Benefit. And ſeeing there is nothing 
advanced in it, as neceſſary in the Queſtion 
whereof it doth treat, but what all who enter 


into Holy Orders are bound to have their 


Conſciences ſatisfied in, though the Church of 
England had never appointed that Quęſtion 
which is the very firſt that is propoſed to 
them, by the Biſhop who gives them Holy 
Orders; therefore I can have no dread of be- 
ing embarraſſed and teazed by any of that 
Communion ; nor indeed by any but the 
Freethinkers, whoſe Favour or Contradiction 
I make no account of, | 


THREE 


COLE ESEES 
THR E E 


OU E RI E 8 


CONCERNING 


The Inward Call, whether to the Holy 
_ Miniſtry, or to other Employ * 


WITH . | C 


ANnsWwERs thereunto, taken, Word by Word, 
out of Biſhop SANDERS0N” s Sermon on 
1 Cor. chap. vii. ver. 24. 


OO TTY 


QUERY I. 


77 Hether only the Miniſters of the Goſpel 

are obliged to have an IxWARD CALL 
from GOD to their Office? Or whether the 
fame Obligation be alſo incumbent upon all 
others of whatſoever Imployment, i. e. Shoe- 


makers, Weavers, or even People of ſuch mean 


and deſpi cable Offices, as I forbear to name? 


ANSWER, (taken out of Biſhop San- 
der ſon's Sermon, '$ect. IV.) Every Man hath 
his proper Gift of Gop; one on this man- 


ner, and another on that, 1 Gr. vii. 7, Here 


= 


4 Quzziss and Answrrs, 


is 141 Napa ] ſome called to be Magiſtrates, 
ſome Miniſters, ſome Merchants, ſome Arti- 
ficers, ſome one thing, ſome another. WF. 
_ (Set. 32.) Divines teach it com- 
monly, and that truly, That every Man 
ſhould have an Inward Call from Gon, for 


his particular Courſe of Life. 


Query II. By what Means Men may know 
what Imployments they are 1nwardly called 


to; ſuppoſing it to be the Hol Y MiNn1sTR&y, 
or any otber Imployment? 


AxsweR, (from the ſaid Sect. 32) Herein 


our Enquiry muſt reſt, eſpecially upon three 


Things; our Inclination, our Gifts, and our 


Education. Concerning which, let this be 


the firſt Rule: Where theſe three Things 
concur upon one and the ſame Calling, our 
Conſciences may reſt aſſured that this Calling 
is fit for us; and we ought ſo far as it lyeth in 
our power, to follow that. This Rule, if 
well obſerved, is of excellent uſe for the ſet- 
tling of their Conſciences, who are ſcrupu- 
lous and doubtful, concerning their Inward 
Calling to any Office or Imployment. 
Furthermore, (ibid.) If it ſhall pleaſe Gop 
to afford any of us, any farther Aſſurance 
than this can give us, by ſome extraordinary 


Work of his Spirit within us; we are to em- 


brace it with joy and thankfulneſs, as a ſpecial 
Favour: But we are not to ſuſpend our Reſo- 
lution for the Choice of our Courſe, in expec- 
| ET | tation 
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tation of that extraordinary Aſſurance; ſince 


we may receive comfortable ſatisfaction to our 
Souls without it, by the ordinary Means now 


mentioned, 


Query III. Whether the above-mentioned 
Rule and Means, be ſufficient to aſcertain 
MINISTERS, as well as others of their Ix- 
WARD CALL fo their Office; or if they are 
to expect that their CALL ſhould be notified 
to them, any other way? 


AnswER, (taken out of the ſaid Sect. 32.) 
Who need be ſcrupulous, where all theſe con- 
cur? Thy Parents have from thy Childhood 
deſtinated thee to ſome ſpecial Courſe, (ad- 
mit the Miniſtry) and been at the Care and 
Charge to breed thee up in Learning; to make 
thee in ſome meaſure fit for it. When thou 
art grown to ſome maturity of Years and Diſ- 
cretion, thou findeſt -in thyſelf a kind of De- 
fire to be doing ſomething that way in thy 
private Study, by way of Trial; and withal 
ſome meaſure of Knowledge, Diſcretion, and 
Utterance, (though perhaps not in ſuch emi- 
nent Degree as thou couldeſt wiſh, yet) in 
ſuch a-competency, as thou mayeſt reaſonably 
perſwade thyſelf, thou mighteſt thereby be 
able (with his Bleſſing) to do ſome good to 
God's People, and not to be altogether unpro- 


fitable in the Miniſtry. In this ſo happy con- 


currence of Propenſion, Ablities, and Educa- 
tion, make no farther Enquiry: Doubt = of 
. B 5 thine 
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thine Inward Calling: Tender thyſelf to thoſe 
that have the Power of Admiſſion for thy 
outward Calling; which once obtained, thou 
art certainly in thine own proper Courſe: 
Up and be doing, for the Loxp hath called 
thee, and (no doubt) the Lok will be with 
thee, 


Theſe Dictates of that Right Reverend 
PrELATE, I own as my Sentiments ; 
and will continue fo to do, till I fee 
better Reaſon, than I have yet met 
with to the contrary. 


Sic Subſeribitur 
Errare poſſum, Hareticus efſe nolo, 


An Rap into the 


INWARD CALL 


TO THE 


HOLY MINISTRY. 
Being a ReyLY to the Sun 


Quzrits and AnsweRs. 


os Co hve 
Remarks upon the Doctrine of Biſhop Sanderſon, 
concerning this INWARD CALL to the 
Holy Miſtry. Shewing, that Education, 
Abilities, and Inclination, though concurring, 
are not ſufficient fo ſatisfy the Conſeience, 


with reſpect to it, ſo as to quakfy Candidates 
to anſwer affirmatively 15 the nn ng: 


N s Queſtion, relating to it. 


IO far as Candidates of the Holy Miniſtry a are 
concerned in this ne; we cannot bet- 

ter manage it, than by having our Eye upon 
that ſerious Queſtion, with reſpect to this Mat- 
ter, * Do you truſt that you are #7mwardly moved 


* by the'Holy Ghoſh to take upon you this 


« Office 


8 An Enquiry into the Inward Call 


Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve Gon, for 
the Promotion of his Glory, and the Edify- 
Ing of his People? For every one who en- 
ters into Holy Orders according to the Ordinal 
for that End appointed by the Church of En- 
gland, muſt anſwer to this Queſtion ſolemnly 
propoſed to him by the Biſbop who conveys 
the Holy Orders. | 
Now, if one that is Conſcientious, ſhall 
have any Doubts or Scruples concerning this; 
how ſhall he ſatisfy his own Conſcience? If 
his Education hath been in order to fit him for 
that holy Imployment, If his Abilities are com- 
petent, and if he finds in himſelf an DÞnc/ination 
that way: is he to reſt in that happy concur- 
rence of Education, Abilities, and Inchnation, 
and to make no farther Enquiry? Can he fafely 
affirm, That he is inwardly moved by the Holy 
Gheft, to enter into this high and holy Office, 
to become in his Station, a Repreſentative and 
Delegate of the Mediator IESsus CHRIST, if 


he has nothing more, inwardly calling. him 


thereunto, than theſe do amount to? 

In order to the clearing of this Caſe of Con- 
bly offered. 

Firſt, EDUCAT1oN, with an eye to that Holy 
Function, js certainly very convenient. and. de- 
fireable, Naw when rene Gifts are 


ceaſed ;- yet it is not ab/o{utely neceſſary : For it 


hath often happened, that Perſons who, have not 
been ee E. 


very uſeful, and highly eminent in the Holy 


Mini- 


ſcience, the following Conſiderations are hum 


with any View to this, have been 


e e eee e e 


eren 


10 the Holy Minh. 9 


Miniſtry. And even altho' ſuch Education were 
abſolutely neceflary ; yet it is merely External. 
p And therefore, though it doth well conſiſt with 
an Inward Call or Motion of the Holy Ghoſt, yet 
| it can have no ſhare in it. 

Secondly, Pxxvious Abilities were not re- 
quired; in the Holy Apoſtles, and many other 
inſpired Perſons, in the primitive Times ; yet 


5 Now, Ordinarily, they are neceſſary in ſome 
competent Degree: and this too, both of the 
; Body, and the Mind. But theſe do only relate 


to the Sufficiency and the Fitneſs of the Perſons 

| who are Called to this Office; and of them, the 

, Rulers of the Church are the Judges, by whom 

; they muſt be Outwardly tried ; For they are ta 
be diſcerned in an. External Manner. And be- 
ſides, the Biſhop who propoſeth the Queſtion; 
under our conſideration, to the Perſon who re- 

. ceiveth Holy Orders, is ſuppoſed to be already 
ſatisfied with regard to them. And therefore, 
here alſo, there can be nothing of this Inwerd 
Motion, or Call, which is the Subject of our 
Enquiry. ES Es 

; I THINK by what is briefly hinted, it is ſuf- 

: ficiently evident, that neither Education, nor 

Abilities, have any Claim to be regarded, as 

conſtituent parts of this Inward Call: I proceed 

therefore, 2 5 

Thirdly, To conſider the third and laſt Branch 
of Biſhop Sander ſon's Rule, viz. Inclination. 
Ax here I remark, that many have been 

Called to this holy Office, as far againſt their I- 

clination as it was againſt. Jonah f Inclination ta 


| 
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goto Niniveh, Many eminent and pious Church 
Men have. long and obſtinately declined the 
weighty Offce, redining, and hidi ing themſelves 
to avoid it. In the primitive Times, ſome who 
were not yet Baptized, were ſometimes Called, 
and in a manner conſtrained to be Biſbops, as 
well as Preſbyters : and then they were ſuperna- 
turally endowed with ** oper Qualities, both 
Internal and External, which rendered them fit 
for theſe Offices, by the plentiful Effuſion of the 
Holy Spirit, which did abundantly ratify their 
2 Call; and was a ſufficient intimation, 
that Gop did approve the Choice, notwithſtand- 
ing the reluctancy of the Perſons that were pre- 
ferred; who therefore were not ſuffered to give 
Way to their own Juclination: By which it is 
obvious, that in thoſe times of greateſt Purity, 
they did not always think the Hiclination to be 
5 neceſſary. 
9 ANnD now, having made theſe three Obſerva- 
[| tions upon the three ſeveral Things, in the hap- 
' py. Concurrence of which, Biſhop Sanderſon 
9 doth place the Inward Call to the Holy Mini- N 


ſtry; I muſt confeſs I am not capable to imagine 
bi how a Man's Inclination to be a Miniſter of the 
| Gaſpel, though in concurrence with a ſuitable 
Education and highly accom 72 5 d Abilities, can 
| without any other Conſiderations, and from | 
1 thoſe alone, ſatisfy his own Conſcience, ſo as to 
| make him ſafely, anſwer affirmatively to this 
[| Queſtion, Do you truſt that you are inwardly 
| moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you this) - 
Gi and Minifiration, to ſerve. Gov. for be 


promoting 


—_ 
Ve 


1T Haan pl S026 


to the Holy Mini ry. NK ©, oY 


Aa of his Glory, and the edifying of bis 
le ? 
r Education hath nothing i in it, that is pro- 
* Internal, becauſe it is only derived from 


an extrinſical application of the Teacher, to 
the human Capacity; then, tho' it were ne- 
ceſſary, as it is not always, ſurely it can have 
no in this Iruard Call and Motion: and 
if the Abilities of the Perſon are to be tried, 

diſcerned, and judged of, Externally; and if 
the Biſhop who propoſeth the Queſtion 1s. al- 
ready ſatisfied concerning them ; then certainly, 
tho' now they are neceſſary, by reaſon that e- 
traordinary Gifts have ceaſed ; yet it is mani- 
feſt that they can have nothing to do in this 
Queſtion of an Inward Call. And that a mere 
Inclination to undertake this holy Office, (which 
Biſhop Sander ſon calls an — of Nature; 
and in another place of the ſame Sermon, a 
kind of Defire to be doin thing that way 

— be — 7 be an In- 
ward Call and Motion of the Ho oy Ghojt, only 
becauſe the Perſon fo inclin d hath had a ſuita- 


ble Education, and has Abilities ; ſeems to me 


a Paradox, eſpecially ſeeing at the fame time, 
this Inclination of the Perſon to be promoted is 
not itſelf always abſolutely nece 
I Have ever thought, that an Inclination,: 
either merely Natural, or excited by finful Mo- 
tives, is not to be conſidered as an Iward M- 
tion and Call of Gop: And I am well aſſur d 
that a Perſon duly Educated, and of competent 
Abilities too, may deſire to be PROENS to _ 
* 
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holy Office, ſometimes by an Inclination that is 
merely Natural; and Lo alſo when the In. 
elination is excited by finful Motives, which 
ſurely is rather an Inward Call of the Devil 
than of Gop. N 

If an Juclination that is merely natural, be- 
cauſe accompanied with an Education, even of 
the greateſt exactneſs, and with Abilities that 
are either merely natural, or acquired in a Na- 
tural way; can warrantably ſet up for an Inward 
Call and Motion of the Holy Ghoſt; then, I am 
quite miſtaken, and I am much more ſo, if it is 
not Blaſphemy to affirm this, when the Inclina- 

tion is excited by /inful Motives. 
Fon the Reaſons mentioned, I was ever diſ- 
fatisfied with Biſhop Sanger/on's Reſolution of 
this important Caſe of Conſcience, in his Sermon 
on 1 Cor. vii. 24. with all due reverence to the 
Memory of ſo great a Man, and a Caſuiſt fo ce- 
leberated. And the more I conſider the Matter, 
J am ſtill the more diſſatisfied therewith : And 
therefore under correction of thoſe who are more 
wiſe, and learned, I ſhall inthe following Section, 
humbly offer, what, in my thoughts, may be 
proper to direct and ſatisfy the Conſcience, ſo as 
one. may ſafely anfwer affirmatively to the a- 


bovementioned Queſtion, when propoſed to. 


him by the Biſhop: and this ſhall be done with 
all the Brevity and Plainneſs that I can, | 


SECT. 


to the Holy Miniſtry. 17 
SECT. II. 


Shewing g, how the Conſcience of a good Man, may 
be ſatisfied, ſo as ſafely to anſwer affirmatively 
to this Queſton: Do you truſi that you are In- 
« wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon 

ce you chin Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve God 
* for promoting of his Glory, and the Ediſying of 
* his People?” 


AV ESTION fo awful and ferious, pro- 
"A. poſed with ſuch Solemnity, doth certain- 
ly require of every Man who will anſwer affir- 
matively to it, the moſt mature - and deliberate 
Examination of his own Heart. It is of a tre- 
mendous Nature, and demands the cleateſt Con- 
viction, before one ſhall preſume deliberately to 
anſwer it, as every Candidate pretends to do, 
To anſwer it raſhly, and without a full Satiſ- 
faction of Mind, is highly criminal in the Sight of 
Gor, who ſearcheth the Heart, and trieth the 
Reins; what an affronted Boldneſs i is it, to enter 
with a Lie ſolemnly uttered, into a T; ruſt of ſo 
great Importance, to the Glory of GoD, who 
gives the Truſt, and the Care of Souls committed 
to it, in the Extremity of Danger? 

Havin G, I think, in the foregoing Section, 
abundantly detected the Miſtake of the learned 
and celebrated Caſuiſt, Biſhop Sanderſon, with 
regard to the Caſe of Conſcience under view ; I 

C nov 
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due and true Solution of it. 

AND in order to this, I defire it may be mind- 
ed, that in the Primitive Times, they had the 
Gift of diſcerning Spirits. 1 Cor. xii. 10. And 
thereby they knew the inward Motives by which 


acted and determined to dedicate - themſelves to 
thoſe holy Imployments, whereas now, theſe In- 
ward Motives cannot be pried into: And all 
that can be done, in our later Ages, is to en- 
quire narrowly into the Fitneſs of the Perſons 
who are to be promoted, by External Exami- 
nation; and it is to ſupply the want of this Git 
of diſcerning Spirits, that this Queſtion is intro- 
duced, And if Hypocrites will diſſemble, there 


hath ow left no other Mean but this, viz. To 
charge the Perſon ſolemnly with reſpect to his 
own Conviction, of his being Inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon him this holy Office, 
and to rely on his own fſolerfin Aſſertion; and if 


to Go D for his vile Hypocriſy. 
Bu x if he is a Conſcientious Man, and can- 
not ſafely reſt on ſuch Evidences of his being 
Inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to undertake 
this holy Office; as his Education, Abilities, and 
Inclination, can afford him; by what means 
ſhall he ſatisfy his own Conſcience, ſo as he may 
be able, with Truth and Sincerity, to anſwer 
affirmatively to the Biſhop's Queſtion? Muſt an 
Angel be ſent to aſſure him of it? or is it ne- 
1 ceſſary 


now proceed to offer what I conceive to be the 


the Perſons to be promoted to Holy Orders, were 


is no help for it. The great Searcher of Hearts 


he doth prevaricate, he ſhall certainly anſwer , 
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ceſſary that he have a Voice from Heaven to 
ſatisfy him? No: neither of theſe are neceſſary. 
And though a Man ſhould have the Favour of 


them both, yet they are meerly External: And 


therefore, although any one of them were ſuffi- 
cient to aſſure the Man, that Gop did Call him; 
yet they can never conſtitute an Inward Call and 
Motion of the Holy Ghot. 

WELL then, muſt he expect to have ſome ex- 
traordinary Work of God's Spirit within him, 
aſſuring him that he is called of G o p? To this, 
the Anſwer of Biſhop Sander ſon is, That if it 


ſhall pleaſe Gop to afford any ſuch gracious Aſ- 


furance, by ſome extraordinary Work of his Spirit 


within the Perſon; he is to embrace it with Joy 
and Chearfulneſs; and indeed none who own a 
Deity can deny the Poſſibility of ſuch extraordi- 
nary working of God's Spirit, upen the Mind of 
his own Creature. But with the ſame learned 
Biſhop I do agree, that we are not to ſuſpend our 
Reſolution, in Expectation of this extraordi- 
my Aſſurance; nowxtraordinary Things are not 
ordinarily, to be expected; for there are or- 
dinary Means, by which we may receive a com- 
fortable Satisfaction. And this is the great Hap- 
pineſs of the Chriſtian Church, in our later 
Times of Profaneneſs and Hypocriſy, when there 
are ſo many falſe Pretenders to ſuch extraordinary 
Working. | | n 

AN p here by the way, I muſt expreſs my 


_ Aſtoniſhment, that a Man ſo devout as well as 


learned, as the excellent Biſhop' Sanderſon was, 
ſhould. lay fo. great Streſs on theſe three Things, 
n | Education, 
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Education, Abilities; and Inclination; and yet in all 
his Management of this Queſtion, never ſo much 


as once make mention of Holineſs; which when 
the Queſtion is, How one may be convinced that 
he is Irwardly Called and Moved to become a 


| Miniſter of the Goſpel, may ſeem at leaſt to de- 
ſerve a fourth Place. Indeed, an outward holy 
Life, like the other external Things, comes un- 


der the Cognizance of humane Trial; and there- 
tore, by what 1s already ſaid, it ſeems to be pretty 
evident, that this falls not under the Ordaining 


to be Ordained, is truly conſcious of the Inward 
Sanctity of his own Heart, if ſuch a Perſon is 


Rules and Conſtitutions of the particular Church 
whereof he is a Member; and hath ſatisfied thoſe 
whoſe Concern it is to enquire into his Abilities, 
the Piety of his outward Life, and the external 
Profeſſion of his Faith and Orthodoxy of his Prin- 
eiples; Pm ſure that this Man hath ſomething 
more to fatisfy his own Conſcience, concerning 
the Biſhop's Queſtion, (under view) when it 19 
propoſed to him; than any Evidences which his 
Education, Abilities, and Inclination, can be able; 
without this, to afford him. But till, I think, 
there is ſomething yet wanting to render it ſafe 
for the Perſon who enters into Holy Orders, to 
Anſwer affirmatively. to the Biſhop's above-men- 
tioned Que/tton. COTE eee 
Ap that this may the more eaſily manifeſt 
itſelf to the Conſeience of every ſerious Enquirer; 
let 


Biſhop's Queſron. However, where the Perſon 


outwardly Called, in a due and regular Way, 
according to Gop's Word, and the laudable 


T 


— ATMOon rer 200M, DSD 


FF vw. oF...” 


' WW tw ww... ca. © VS VS , png TD wW- VW -_— wy TT. WO "_ * * 


to the Holy Miniſiryp. 227 


let it here be layed down as a Principle that can- 
not be denied: That as all who enter into H. 
Orders, ought to be ſincerely Holy, both in their 
Heart and Life, and repleniſhed with all the neceſ- 
ſary Chriſtian Graces; fo ought they in 'a ſpecial 
Manner to be endowed with the fervent Love of 
Jesus CHRIST their Saviour. And indeed, it is 
ſurpriſing, that a Divine ſo pious, and ſo accurate 
4 Caſuiſl, as the Learned Dr. SAnDER&0N was, 
ſhould omit to mention the eminent Degrees of 
this Divine Grace, which ought to be warm and 
powerful upon the Hearts of all the Canditates 
of the Holy Miniſtry; eſpecially confidering the 
remarkable Words of our bleſſed Sav1our him- 
ſelf, to the Apoſtle St. Peter in St. John, ult. 1 5, 
16, and 17 Verſes; when that Apoſtle was graci- 
ouſly reſtored by our LokD, to the Dignity which 
he had juſtly forfeited by his Fall and heinous 
Guilt, in denying his Maſter thrice, - and at the 
laſt Ti ime, with Solemnity; Oaths, and Curſing. 
O v & Saviour fays to him, in Verſe 1 5, Simon, 
Son of Jonas, leveſt thou me more than theſe? and 
the Apoſtle anſwering, Yea, Lord, thou knoweſft 
that I love thee: He faith unto him, Feed my 
Lambs. Again, in the 16th Verſe, our Lord 


faith unto him the ſecond Time, Simon, Son of Jo- 


nas, hveſt thou me? and upon his anſwering again, 


Yea, Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee : He faith 


unto him, Feed my Sheep. And as the criminal 
Denial had been fhrice, ſo in the 17th Verſe, his 
Maſter faid unto him the third Time, Simon, 

oor of Jonas, loveft thou me? and the Apoſtle be- 


Ing grieved, - hack he ſaid unto him the third 


Tame 
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Time, Loveſt thou me? anſwered, Lord, thou 
knoweſt all Things; thou knoweſt that ] love thee : 


and Jesvs ſaid unto him, Feed my Sheep. 
FROM all which circumſtantiated Part of the 


Sacred Hiſtory, there is nothing can be more ob- 


vious than this: That all they who enter upon the 


Paſtoral Care, ought to find in themſelves Two 


neceſſary Qualifications, viz. 
Firſt, EMINENT and high Degrees of Love 


to our Saviour, whoſe Commiſſion they are to re- 
ceive for feeding of his Flock. The Neceſſity 


of this Qualification is evident, by. the Quęſtion 


here ſo ſolemnly propoſed to this Apoſtle, by his 


Lord, at the reſtoring him to his Office; which 


is not only once, and a ſecond Time inculcated; 
but for a greater Solemnity, and the more effectu- 
ally to draw a due Regard to it, it is the Third 
Time reiterated; a Circumſtance fo peculiar, that 
it cannot fail to draw and engage a more ſpecial 
Attention. 

Now, wherever thoſe Degrees of this Love 


to JESUS CHRIST, that are neceſſary for a 


Miniſter of the Goſpel, . are kindled by his Holy 
Spirit; this exuberant Love cannot fail to exert 
itſelf by a fervent Zeal to promote the Glory of 
this beloved Go p and Saviour; Love is an active 
Principle; and if the Love of JEsUs CHRIsT 
is intenſe. and fincere, the natural Effect of it 
will carry thoſe in whom it dwells, into every 
Exertion that may beſt conduce to teſtify and 


expreſs it. And who can remember that it was 


Love to Mankind; for their Redemption and Sal- 
vation, that did draw this Lover of Souls * 
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the Regions of Glory into a Life of Miſery and 
Sufferings; and not be ſenſible, that the Love 


of Souls, and a warm Deſire of their Salvation, 


is thereby pointed out, unto all his Diſciples, as 
a principal Exertion of their Love to him? His 
own glorious Example, and the great Variety of 
Precepts he has given to inculcate this Love to 
Mankind, may well ſuffice to prompt all Chriſti- 
ans to this Duty. 4 

Bur above all, and yet more eſpecially, the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel to whom the Care of 
Souls, and of their Salvation, is particularly de- 
legated and committed; they, I ſay, more eſpe- 
cially have the zealous and affectionate Exertion 
of this Duty, in a pointed Manner, inculcated and 
recommended to them, in the Perſon of St. Peter, 
when reſtored to this Dignity and Sacred Office, 
after his foul Apoſtacy, in this notable Tranſ- 
action; Feed my Lambs, Feed my Sheep; and again, 
Feed my Sheep. And it is obvious, that this is de- 
manded of him, as the greateſt Teſtimony and E- 
vidence of the Sincerity of the Love he profeſſ 
to his Lord and Maſter. | 

IT were eaſy to multiply Texts from the New 
Teſtament, pointing to this ſame Purpoſe, eſpecially 
from the Epiſtles of St. Paul: But I ſhall only 
here farther mention, that both the Sanctity of the 
Perſons imployed in the Holy Miniſtry; and the 
Zeal they ought to have for the Good of Souls, - 
ſeem to be plainly intimated in theſe Words of our” 
Saviour to St. Peter, recorded Luke xxii. 32. 


When thou art converted, ſtrengtben thy Brethren, - 
Secondly, 
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- Secondly, THAN befides the mentioned exube- 
rant Love to JEsUs CHRIST, and a Zeal for bis 
Glory; it is further neceſſary, as an indiſpenſible 
Qualification, that the Perſon who is to receive 
Holy Orders, jind alſo in himſelf, a warm and af- 
fectionate Zeal for the Good and Salvation of Souls, 
whom JEsUs CHRIST hath purchaſed with bis pre- 
cious Blood. . | | 

AND hence, upon the whole, J humbly con- 
ceive, that when the Perſon to be promoted to 
the Holy Miniftry, is duly fitted by the Qualities 
and Endowments that are to be outwardly tried; 
and is in a regular Way externally called and ap- 
proved; and is conſcious alſo of the Internal San- 


mentioned affettonate Zeal for the Glory of his 


Souls, determining and moving him inwardly, to 
dedicate himſelf to that Sacred Imployment; he 
has good Reaſon to conclude with Comfort, that 
this Inward Motion is the Work of Gop's Holy 
Spirit; and may ſafely anſwer affirmatively to the 
mentioned Queſtion of his Biſhop; Do you truſt 
that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to 
take upon you this Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve 
Gon, for the promoting of his Glory, and the Edi- 
Hing his People? | 

1 do not affirm, That it is unlawful for one 
who enters into Holy Orders, to have under his 
View, a moderate and prudent Concern for his 
worldly Subſiſtence. Men are not Angels, and 
the bountiful Gop hath made it our Duty, by 
lawful Means, to provide for the Support and 
Main- 


#ity of his own Heart; if he finds in himſelf the 
Gor and Saviour, and the Good and Salvation of 
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Maintainance of this frail Life; and hath'like- 
wiſe thought fit to order, even with reſpect to 


the Support of this Life, that He awho ſerves at 


the Altar, ſhall live by the Altar, 1 Cor. ix. 13. 
But under Correction, I affirm, That where this 
is either the only, or the principal Motive, to 
enter into Holy Orders, the Perſon is not in- 
wardly called of GOD. The Apoſtle calls this, 


for the Sake of filthy Lucre. This is not, to ſeek 


the Things of JESUS CnRisT, and flows from that 
Love of the World, that is inconſiſtent with the 
Love of God. The chief View of ſuch, is, 70 
Feed themſelves, and not the Flock of JESUS 
CHRIST. For tho' a moderate Care of temporal 
Support, may be a ſubordinate Motive, or rather 
Encouragement to enter into Holy Orders, under 
due Limitations, yet ſtill, | 5 
I do affirm, That he who is not principally 


determined to the Choice of that ſacred Imploy- 


ment, by an affectionate and fervent Zeal for the 
Glory of his Gop and Sv TOUR, and the Good of 
Souls, inuardly moving and inclining him there- 
unto; cannot ſafely anſwer affirmatively to the 
Biſhop's Queſtion, the very firſ# Queſtion propoſ- 
ed to all who enter into Holy Orders, according 
to the Ordinal of the Church of England. And 
as I humbly conceive, it is chiefly in this, that 
the Inward Call and Motion doth conſiſt, which 
is the Subject of the faid i Queſtion of the 
- AND withal, if I am not greatly miſtaken, 
the laſt Part of that Qwe/tion itſelf, doth inſinu- 


ate as much as I have advanced, viz, By theſe 


; Db Words 
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Words, To ſerve Gop for promoting of his Glor 
and the —— of his Ne . 5 

And farther too, at the ſame Time, it muſt 
be owned, that there is nothing I have affirmed 
to be neceſſary in this Matter, but what one 
who enters into Holy Orders, would be equally. 
bound to ſatisfy his own Conſcience, concern- 

ing, altho the Church of England had never ap- 
pointed ſuch a Queſtion. 


HowEveR, there is one Thing to be parti- 


cularly cautioned, viz. That altho' all who en- 
ter into Holy Orders are bound, indiſpenſibly 
bound, to be qualified in the Manner mention- 
ed; yet if one who is deſtitute of this Afection- 
ate and fervent Zeal, for the Glory of Gor, and 
the Good of Souls; which ought to be the principal 
Inward Motive determining to undertake this 
Holy Imployment, ſhall fo far impoſe on his 
Biſhop by his Hypocriſy, as to obtain Holy Or- 
ders; in this Caſe, we are not in the leaſt to 
doubt of the Validity and Authority of the Mi- 
niſterial Acts that are performed by him, in the 
Exerciſe of his ſacred Office. Many bad Men 
have crept into the Prieſtiy Office, as well as Ju- 


das Iſcariot did into the Number of the twelve 


Apoſtles, and ſtill it will be fo, eſpecially where 
Honour and Profit do attend it. But if they are 
duly Authorized in an external Manner, and 
thereby externally veſted with our Saviour's Com- 
miſſion: In this Caſe, the Sacraments which 
they Adminiſter; and whatever elſe, in the Ex- 
erciſe of their Miniſtry, is with regard to all ex- 


ternal Requiſites, duly performed and celebrat- 
ed 
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ed by them; doubtleſs they are all truly valid 


and effectual, to all the Intents and Purpoſes, 


for which our Saviour hath inſtituted and ap- 


pointed them; deriving their Validity from the 
Commiſſion with which they were veſted, and 
from the Divine Bleſſing promiſed by our Savi- 
our, and not from the inherent Holineſs of the 
Adminiſtrator. To teach otherwiſe, would be 
as great a Snare and Rack to the Conſciences of 
well-meaning Chriſtians, as the hideous Pops/Þ 
Doctrine is, concerning the [tention of the Prieſt. 
But ſtill I affirm, That no Man is inwardly moved 
and called by Gop to be a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 


in an ordinary Way, but he who finds in him- 


elf, an affectionate and fervent Zeal for the Glory 


of bis Lord and Maſter, and the Good and oatua- 


tion of Souls, determining and moving him in- 


wardly, to dedicate himſelf to that Sacred Im- 
ployment, as the principal Motive of his Choice. 
And I conceive this is a Rule that may well be 
re ſted on. | . 
TE Whole that hath been treated of in this 


Section, is of ſuch Importance to all the Candi- 


dates of the Holy Miniſtry, and ſo home upon 


their Conſciences, that I need not here ſuggeſt 
the Application. And whoever they are who 
have entered into Holy Orders, without finding 
in themſelves, upon ſtrict Self-Examination, the 
mentioned Qualifications, or at leaſt: ſome Seeds 
of them, of which there may be reaſonable 
Hopes, that they may in time ripen into a more 
plentiful Harveſt; the firſt Step they have made 
in their Promotion, upon due Reflection, if they 

oy are 
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are not wholly abandoned, doth naturally tend 
to awaken in their Conſciences, a ſharp Remorſe 
by the Conviction, either of a heedleſs — 


to a Matter of ſuch an high Concernment, or of 


a foul and heinous Prevarication and Hypocriſy; 
and this too, in a folemn Tranſaction of t 
greateſt Moment and Conſequence; and their 
Caſe muſt be ſadly deſperate, if they are not 
thereby prompted to a ſpeedy and ſincere Repen- 
tance, and a ſerious Care and Study, to atone for 
their profane Guiltineſs, and to ſupply the hide- 
ous Error and Offence given unto Gop at their 
firſt ſetting out, as Labourers in the Vineyard of 
their Lord, unto whom they muſt give an Account 
of their Stewardſhip. And may Gop awaken in 
the Conſciences of all the Candidates of the Holy 
Miniſtry, an awful Senſe of the Importance, of 
this firſt Queſtion to which they muſt anſwer, 
when they are firſt introduced to receive Holy 
Orders, that the Anſwer they make, may be 
with a deliberate Knowledge of what they go 
2 and with the Sincerity of an upright 
cart! | | 
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CCC 


SECT, III. 


Wherein, the Pretence of the Need of any In ward 
Call for the Choice of Men's Secular Impldy= 
ments, is Examined and Rejected. in 


N the firſt Sion, I have examined Biſhop 
Yenderſon's Sentiments ; who placeth the Va- 
war! all to the Holy Miniſtry, in the happy 
Concurrence of Education, Abilities, and Hucli- 
nation. And in the Second Section, T have repre- 
ſented, and endeavoured to explain, what I think 
doth truly conſtitute this ward Call; in order 
to aſſiſt and ſatisfy the Conſciences of thoſe who 
enter into the Holy Miniſtry. And it is obvious 
that I have advanced nothing relating to this, 
but what every Conſcientious Man, who is to 
enter into Holy Orders, muſt be convinced of its 


Neceſſity, although the Need of an Inward Call 


to all who undertake this Holy Imployment, 
were not univerſally allowed by the Chriſtian 
Church, and plainly ſuppoſed by the Church of 
England, in the very firft Queſtion that is propo- 
ſed to the Candidates of this Holy Office, by the 


Ordaining Biſhop, according to the eſtabliſhed 

Ordinal. Ip 
I 'am now to enquire, Whether there lieth 
the ſame Obligation upon thoſe who enter into 
any Secular and Worldly Imployments, to have 
an Inward Call from God, for applying them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves to their particular Courſe of Life? And 
whether the ſame Rules and Means that are ne- 
ceſſary to ſatisfy the Conſciences of thoſe who 


are to enter into Holy Orders, (with regard to this 


Inward Call) are alſo neceſſary and competent 
for Weavers, Taylors, Shoemakers, and for Men 
in the General, of all other Worldly Imploy- 
ments ? | | 
I is no leſs true, than ſurpriſing, that this is 
affirmed by the Learned and celebrated Caſuiſt, 
Biſhop Sanderſon, as his Words are faithfully co- 
pied from his Sermon (1 Cor. vii. 4.) in the An- 
fwers and Queries that are prefixed to this Enqui- 
For the Anſwers are truly taken from that 
Author, Word by Word. „ ee 
He ſays, Di vines teach commonly, and 2 
eto, that every Man ſhould have an Inward Call 
ee from Gop, for their particular Courſe of Life.” 
And he affirms, that nothing more is neceſſary, 
to ſatisfy Miniſters of the Goſpel, with regard to 
their Inward Call, than what is equally neceſſa- 
ry to ſatisfy every other Man, as to the particular 
Imployment which he is to follow. __ | 
Now, what Divines they are, who common- 


ly teach, that every Man ſhould have an Inward . 


Call from Gop, for his particular Courſe of Life, 
I know not. —But ſure I am, I have turned over 
abundance of Divines, and in great variety; not 


only Caſuiſts, and Syſtems of Common Places, and 
of Controverſy,” as well as Commentators, School- 


men and Practical Writers, and many Di vines, 
as well Antient as Modern, until I am wearied of 
the Labour, ſtill ſearching wherever I could ima- 
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gine it might fall in their way to treat of this 
Subject; and, excepting Biſhop Sanderſon him- 
ſelf in this Sermon of his, I can neither ſee, nor 
hear of any other Divine, great or ſmall, that 
teacheth ſo. Neither is the Thing he fays they 
teach, true, in any other or higher Senſe, than 
it is, if one ſhould: affirm, that Natural Reaſon, 
or the Law of Nature, and good Sen/e, and all the 
internal Faculties, and Gifts of Nature, are In- 
ward Calls of Go p. 5 
Bur let us examine, how this learned Author 
attempts to prove this ſtrange Doctrine, and we 
ſhall find his Proof as unaccountable, as his Aſſer- 
tion is. The only Argument he advanceth, is 
this: viz. That St. Paul in 1 Cor. vu. 7. hath 
theſe Words. But every Man hath his proper Gift 
of GoD; One (ſays the Biſhop) after this Manner, 
and another after that: Here (ſays he) is Id 
dio a, ſome called to be Magiſtrates, ſome Mini 
ters, ſome Merchants, ſome Artificers, ſome ane 
thing, ſome another. | . 
AN bp is it not ſtrange, that a Man fo learned, 
and at other times fo accurate, ſhould find the 
Inward Call; which he ſays is common to Magi- 
ſtrates, Miniſters, Merchants, and Men of all 
other Trades and Imployments, in this Text? 
T He Biſhop makes an Apology for his preach- 
ing this Doctrine from his Text, to which he 
doth ingenuouſly confeſs it is not very pertinent. 
But when he was advancing a Doctrine that is 
not taught every Day, and which he ſeems to 
have thought of ſo great Importance, as to ex- 
cuſe his going beyond the Scope of his Text, 


One 
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one may think he ſhould have proved it plainly 
being a Man ſo much habituated to the weigh- 
ing of Arguments: And when he brings only one 
Text as the Proof of it, it might be expected it 
would be ſuch a Text as treated of the Matter 
in 2yution, But ſo far is this Text he mentions, 
from proving, that every Man ought to have an 
Inward Call from Gop, for the particular Imploy- 
ment to which he betakes himſelf, that it doth not 
at all treat of Imployments, either of one kind or 
another. N 

I x is ſo obvious, that the Apoſtle, in all the 
Context, both before, and after the ſeventh Verſe 
of that Chapter, and in that Verſe itſelf, hath no- 
thing under his View, but Marriage and the Du- 
ties of Married Perſons, and Celibacy, where God 
hath beſtowed the Gift of Continency, that it is 
ſurpriſing to find one affirming, that either In- 
ward Calls and Motions of the Holy Ghoſt ; or any 


other Matter relating to Trades and Imployments 


Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, is chere treated of. And 
unleſs one ſhould conſider Marriage as a Trade to 
live by, I do not think there is any Man, that 
hath. deliberately read over the nine firſt Verſes 
of that Chapter, who will agree to this learned 
Man's Interpretation of that Text: viz. Verſe the 
ſeventh. But ſuppoſing Marriage and Celibacy 
too, were both of them Trades, and both of them 
alſo Duties incumbent on different Perfons, in 


different Circumſtances; yet what need is there 


of an Inward Call, either unto theſe, or any 
other ſecular Eſtate, or Courſe of Life? except it 


be in ſuch a Senſe, as it may be ſaid, that every Man 


has 
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ha, an Inward Call, to every thing that he doth 
that is either his Duty, or lawful and convenient. 

AFTER I had maturely conſidered. that Text, 
and a great many Critichs and Commentators up- 
on it; but could find no body that dreamed of 
this Senſe, to which the Biſhop expounds it; I 
began to ſuſpect ſome Myſtery might be latent, in 
the Original Words, id xpue; but. after I 
had by x Help of a Greek Concordance, look'd 
into all the Places of the New Teftament, where 
the Word x4g:oue is uſed; and conſidered the 
different Senſes thereof; it being ſometimes uſed 
for any Gift by which one is gratified ; ſometimes. 
for extraordinary Gifts, and ſometimes applied 
to the Gift of Eternal Life: After I had con- 


ſulted both old and later Lexicons, (in ſome of 


which it is uſed in a pretty odd Senſe, which I 
ſhall not name) yet after all this Labour, I cannot 
find any thing that gives the leaſt Countenance to 
Biſhop Sangder/on's Gloſs upon this Tekt. 
'InDEED, it is therein infinuated, That every 
Man is not fit for every Thing; but that Men 
are only fitted for Things, accordingly as Gop, 
is pleaſed to endow them with the ſuitable requi- 


ſite Gifts; and that it is only the ſpecial Gt of 


Continency, which can render fitted for, or ſe- 
cure ones Chaſtity in Celibacy, But what is all 
this to the Purpoſe of Inward Calls from God, as 


neceſſary to Men who undertake their reſpective 


Trades and Imployments? unleſs it be affirmed, 
That all thoſe Gifts by which Men are fitted for 
Imployments of any kind, are Inward Calls of 
Go to thoſe Imploymentts. 

I * | Ans 
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Ap becauſe I apprehend this may perhaps be 
pretended, although it truly ſeems but whimſi- 
cal, I ſhall therefore here mention ſome Imploy- 
ments that are unqueſtionably lawful, and as far 
neceſſary as the moſt Part of other Imployments, 
413, Carriers of Burdens, Running-Footmen, and 
the Imployment of thoſe who ſerve in turning 
round the large Wheels of ſome Artificers, &c. 


Now the Gifts by which Men are more eſpecially 


fitted for ſuch like Imployments, (ſuppoſing them 
to be Men of common Senſe, like others) are only 
Strength, Agility of Body, and good Lungs. And 
although theſe Gifts are certainly from Gop; yet 
it will be ſtrange, if any ſhall affirm, That theſe 
bodily Gifts, are ward Calls of Gop, to thoſe 


Imployments; unleſs it be becauſe good Lungs 


are 7#ward; and in this Senſe, I'm ſure an hungry 
Stomach, and a vehement Thirſt, are Inward 
Calls of Gon to Eat and Drink: But I may have 

Occaſion to touch a little upon this hereafter, 
MrAan time, it will be proper here to enquire, 
What it is that Divines do commonly teach, with 
reſpect to the ſeveral Imployments of Mankind, 
and of that which is neceſſary to determine them 
to the Choice of their reſpective Trades and Oc- 

cupations ? Ee 5 
SoME, indeed, do teach, That all Men are pre- 
determined to their particular Imployments, by 
an Eternal Decree of Gop. And it is agreed, by 
all ſober Writers, That every Man's particular 
Station and Courſe of Life in this World, is allot- 
ted to him by the Divine Providence: And thus 
it is ſuppoſed in the Church Catechiſm, viz." To do 
| my 
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my Duty in that State of Life, unto which it ſhall 
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pleaſe Gon, to call me. But ſurely it cannot be 
in any of theſe two Senſes, that Biſhop Sender- 
fon makes that Inward Call of Gop, to particu- 
lar Imployments, to conſiſt, whereof he pleads 
the Neceſſity; becauſe, neither the Argument by 
which he endeavours to prove it, nor the Evi- 
dences by which he directs to diſcern it, nor 
common Senſe itſelf, can allow of this; for none 


of theſe mentioned Doctfrines f Divines can have 


the leaſt Relation to that Qye/tzon which the Or- 


daining Biſhop doth propoſe to the Candidates of 


the Holy Miniſtry; Doeft thou truſt, that thou 
art inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take up- 
on thee this Office and Miniſtration, &c. 2 
WELL, there are alſo many excellent Writers, 
who teach with the eminent Divine Dr. Jaac 
Barrow, and very pertinently too, That the Ca- 
pacity and Abilities (whether of the Body or the 
ind, whether natural or acquired) by which 
Gop hath fitted and wherewith he hath endowed 


Men, for the various Occupations of Life, are 
Talents entruſted to them by Gop; and that we 


muſt all render unto Gop an Account of the Uſe 
and Improvement of them; and that they who 
do not imploy them profitably, are liable to-be 
puniſhed, as the unfaithful Servant (in the Para- 
ble) was, who hid his Talent in the Earth, St. 
Matt. xxv. But then they do all agree, that in 
ſo far as theſe Talents and Endowments (whether 
of the Body or the Mind) are either natural, or 
acquired in a natural Way; they are promiſcuouſ- 
ly beſtowed by Gop upon Iafidels and Heathens, 
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as well as Chriſtians; and on the Wicked and Fla- 

itious, as well as the Godly. And withal, as I 

ve before obſerved, many of thoſe Endowments 
are merely External: And farther too, even that 
Dexterity and Ingenuity, by which the greateſt 
Artiſts are rendered able to contrive with the Head, 
as well as to work with the Hand; though they 
are certainly Inward Gifts and Talents beſtowed 
by Gop; yet they cannot be ſo, in any higher 
Senſe, than the very Human Reaſon itſelf is. 
The e ng, the Will, and the Apitude 
to exert them ingeniouſly, the Human Reaſon 
itſelf, with which every Man is endued, are all 
of them from Gop, from whom cometh every good 
and perfect Gift, and the due Uſe and Improve- 
ment thereof, as well as the Improvement of all 
other Gifts and Talents, that are beſtowed upon 
an intelligent Mind, muſt alſo be accounted for 


unto Gop the Father of Lights, from whom they 


ks 


come. 

Now, if the learned Biſhop Sanderſon did 
mean nothing more by an Huard Call from 
Gop, which he fays, Every Man ſhould have for 
his particular Courſe of Life, than only ſuch In- 
ward Gifts, and natural or acquired Endowments 


of Mind (which Gop beſtows promiſcuouſly upon 
good and bad Men, upon Heathens and Chriſtians) | 


as render them fitted for one Imployment rather 


than another; if his Meaning is no- more than 


this, That as the Human Reaſon, with which 
every Man is endued, is an Inward Call to act 
rationally, ſo are the Internal Gifts of the Mind 
by which Men are fitted for particular Secular Im, 
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ployments, Trward Calls to thoſe Imployments: 
Then, this is only an Inward Call of Gor, as oy 
is the Call of natural Reaſon and Senſe, arid 
of that Law of Nature, by an po ery Man is 
obliged to employ every Gift of Gus; to the 
Glory of his Maker, and the Benefit both of Man- 
kind and himſelf, And in this Senſe, all the 
Dictates of right Reaſon, and all the Laws of Na- ; 
ture, by which Men are obliged to any Duty, 
would be Inward Calls of God; which is a way 
of ſpeaking that is not uſual among Men: And 
withal, at che ſame time, it is not poſſible to ac- 
commodate this to the ſerious Queſtion, which 
the Ordaining Biſhop doth (at his firſt advancing 
to Ordain) propoſe to thoſe who receive Holy Or- 
ders, viz, Do you truſt that you are inwardly moved. | 
by the Holy Ghoſt, &c. - 
HowREv ER we plainly ſee, that the Gifts. of. 
 - Gan, by which Men are fitted for the reſpeQtive 
| Reiter Secular Imployments, are no more I-. 
ward Calls of Gop to thoſe Imployments, and in 
no other Senſe, than natural Reaſon, and good 
Senſe, and all the Laws of Nature, are Inward 
Calls of Gop. And altho*” when the Senſe, the 
meaning of Words, is agreed upon, it is F olly, it 
is Contentious, to debate about the Wo them-. 
ſelves; yet if Biſhop Sanderſon, or any who eſ- 
pouſe his Sentiment, have no * eaning but 
this; it is not well done of them, to —_ the 
World by ſuch Words and manner of Expreſſion, 
as ſeem to carry in them a ſingular Doctrine. 
For, ſuppoſing this to be their Meaning, they hac 
no need of laing any more but this, vi. * 
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Men ought not to enter upon Imployments of any 
kind, for which Gop hath not fitted them, with- 
out any Mention of Inward Calls from Gop ; eſ- 
pecially when it cannot be conceived, what Re- 
lation any ſuch Doctrine as this is, can have to 
that Inward Call by which the Holy Ghoſt doth 
inwardly move one, to take upon him, the Office 
and Miniftration of the Holy Prieſthogd. 

Bur then farther, if ſuch was the only Mean- 
ing of Biſhop Sanderſon, he might, at leaſt, have 
ſpared to aſſign Education as an Evidence of his 
Inward Call; and Juclination too, For the Ta- 
tents and Gifts of Gop, do bind unto a ſuitable 
Uſe and Improvement of them, though the Edu- 
cation hath not been in order to this; and though 
a Man ſhould be as little inclined to the due Uſe 
and Improvement of them, as that unworthy Ser- 
vant (in the Parable) was, who hid his Lord's 
Talent in his Naphin. | 


AND it may be here again alſo farther hinted, 


that all thoſe Talents that are merely External 
SGiſts, though they ſhould be accounted neceſſa- 
ry, in order to determine Men to thoſe Imploy- 


ments for which they do moſt naturally qualify 


them; yet it muſt be very wild and ridiculous, to 
affirm they are Inward Calls of Gop to thoſe Im- 
ployments; as in the obvious Caſes which I for- 
merly mentioned, of Carriers of Burdens, Run- 
ning-Footmen, and they who {ſerve in turning 


round the large Wheels of ſome Artificers, as 
alſo the Hand-Barrow, and others that might be 


AND, 


inſtanced. 


_ quired in a natural Way, even ward Gifts, as 
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Axy finally, by what I have briefly repreſent- 
ed, in explaining the I»werd Call, of whic 
Man who enters into Holy Orders, doth always 
affirm that he hath it, in anſwer to the Queſtion 
of his Biſhop; it doth plainly appear, that the 
Call of Gop by Talents, either natural, or ac- 


well as Bodily and Outward, is quite another. 
thing, and altogether different from and foreign 


to the Inward Call to the Holy Miniſtry; and that 


the ſame Rules and Means that are neceſſary to 
ſatisfy the Conſciences of thoſe who enter into 


Holy Orders (relating to this Matter) are neither 


neceſſary nor competent for Men of Secular Oth- 
ces, Trades, and Imployments. _ f 

Ir is, indeed, much to be wiſhed, as highly 
proper and expedient, that Men would prefer 


(in their Choice) the Imployments that are leaſt 


obnoxious to ſinful Snares and Temptations. But 
to determine Men in the Choice of any Secular 
Imployment, there is nothing farther ag 
than that the Imployment be lawful, and uſe al 
to the Society in which one doth live; and that 


they are fo far capable to officiate therein, as 
they may ther? earn a Livelihood: Nay, though. 


one is a 2 hriſtian, yet the principal, and 
pokipe he only Reaſon that determines him to 


ollow one lawful Imployment, rather than an- 


other, may lawfully be the Proſpect of worldly 
Profit and Advantage. And from this Motive of 


eater Profit, Men may lawfully thift about, 
om one Imployment to another; humouring 


their own Genius, and the Temper of thoſe from 


whom 
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whom they look for Encouragement, and other 
Circumſtances of things, in the Place wherein 
they chuſe to live. But ſurely the Caſe is quite 
different with regard to the Holy Miniſtry, to 
which no Man ought to apply himſelf (though 
of the beſt Endowments in other reſpects) unleſs 
he is principally determined to do fo, by an af- 
Fectionate Zeal for the Glory of Gor and the Good 
of Souls, How far he is allowed 7o look back, after 
be hath put bis Hand unto the Plough, is another 


Queſtion. 


Ap now, the more effectually to make it evi- 
dent beyond all Contradiction, that the Chriſtian 
World has quite another Senſe of this important 
Queſtion of the Inward Call to the Holy Miniſtry, 
than Biſhop Sanderſon hath dictated; and that it 
is quite another Thing, a more high and facred 


Matter, than what is neceſſary to Men of Secular 


Imployments; I ſhall only add, that if the Go- 
vernours and principal Directors of any Secular 
Trade or Corporation, ſhould preſume ſolemnly 
to put this Queſtion, to thoſe who enter into any 
of their reſpective Bodies or Societies, Doeſt thou 
truſt that thou art inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt to enter into this Imployment? the World 
would cry Shame on their Profaneneſs. And any 
who may incline to proſtitute the Inward Call to 
the Holy Miniſtry, by levelling it, as Biſhop San- 
derſon doth, with what he is pleaſed to name, In- 


—_ 


ward Calls of Gop, to Secular Imployments, may 
make a fourth Query of this; and try to Anſwer it, 


with all the Help that Biſhop Sander/on's Sermon 


doth afford: For it ſeems to be fully as pat and per- 


tinent 


c 
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unent to the Purpoſe, as any of the Three Queries | 
*that have introduced our Enquiry. 

I HAvE now, not only ſhewn. the Lameneſs and 
Deficiency of the Rule which Biſhop Sanderſon 
preſcribes, for ſatisfying the Conſcience of a Can- 
didate of the Holy Miniſtry, in order to one's 
anſwering (ſafely and ſincerely) to the i Que- 
tion of his Biſhop, at his receiving Holy Orders: 
(viz, Sect. 1.) But farther alſo, I have adventured 
(in Sect. 2.) to pave the Way of all ſuch Candi- 
dates, in order to their Self-Examination; that 
they may the more diſtinctly put home the Qẽꝭ,m-— 
tion to 5 own Conſciences, before the Ordain- 
ing Biſhop does it, dy a due Underſtanding of the 
we Fur Import and Meaning of it, and affording 
to them a proper and ſufficient Rule whereby to 
judge, how far they can ſafely and ſincerely an- 
ſwer it. And for as much as the Rule I have 
layed down (in the ſaid Sect. 2 requires nothing 
of cel Candidates, but what is neceſſary to fit 
them for the Holy Office they are to enter upon, 
although the Church of England had never pre- 


_ ſcribed the awful Queſtion i758 our View; and 


yet at the ſame Time, this Rule J have ſuggeſted 
is ſufficient to ſatisfy the Conſcience in order to 
the Anſwering affirmatively to it: I cannot there- 


fore forbear to think the Rule is ſufficiently efta- 
bliſhed, and that the Irward Call to the Holy 


Miniſtry doth certainly conſiſt in a Conformity 


to this Rule. And withal, ſeeing every thing 
contained in the ſaid Rule is plainly neceſſary, 


though the awful Queſtion had never been pre- 
ſerided: Therefore e 9 and pious Cau- 


tion 


'* 


— 


42 An Enquiry into the Inward Call 


tion of the Church of England, in preſcribing it, bo. 


is thereby highly manifeſted. And if the Candi- 
date is truly conſciofis of the Internal Sanctity 
of his own Heart, and is outwardly Called in a 


due and regular Way, and hath ſatisfied thoſe 


whoſe Concern it is to enquire into his Abilities, 
the Piety of his outward Life, and the external 


Profeſſion of his Faith, and Orthodoxy of his 
Principles; if he ſhall firſt ſet out with an . 
eetionate and fervent Zeal for the Glory of Gop, 

and the Good of Souls; inwardly moving and de- 


termining him to unde Aabe that ſacred Truſt and 


Inployment, as the 2 Motive of his Choice; 1 


and duly keeps to this, as he goes on in the Diſ- 


charge of his Truſt, for the laſting Rule of his 


After-Conduct; it is not poſſible that the Work of 
the Miniftry can miſcarry in his Hand, He will 
be like a Paul to Plant, and an Apollos to Water; 
and Gon vill give the Encreaſe. 

Is this laſt and third Section, I have ſuſſicient- 
ly ſhewn, that there is no need of any ſuch In- 
ward Call to Secular Imployments. A Notion 
which, I ſuppoſe, hath been firſt ſtarted by Dr. 
Sanderſon himſelf; and I have inſiſted the more 
fully on the Examination of it, becauſe the very 
moving of it, and much more the jumbling it 


together with the ward Call to the Holy Mi- 


niſtry, hath a natural Tendency to abate the Im- 
portance of the Ordaining Biſhop's weighty and 
ſerious Queſtion, propoſed always to the Candi- 


dates at their firſt Promotion; and to render them 
leſs anxious and careful in the neceſſary previous 
Examination of their own Conſciences; which is 
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ſo wiſely guarded againſt, by the Proviſion | of 
the Church; and is itſelf of great Conſequence to 
| the Intereſt of Religion. 
| Tur . of this 9 Queſtion of the Tard 
Call to the Holy Miniſtry, in a clear Light, is 
undoubtedly” of ep Uſe and Importance. Sure- 
Ke ly it is highly needful, that all the Candidates of 
WY 


t Sacred-F unction, ſhould have a diſtinct and 
due Idea of what they are about to affirm, with 
ſo great Solemnity, when they enter into Holy 
? Orders; to prevent their incurring: the horrid and 
7 atrocious Guilt, of a moſt heinous Hypoer:ſy and 
a blaſphemous Mockery of Gor, when they ad- 
x dreſs to be veſted with the Power and Commtilion 
Te of our Bleſſed Lord, who hath ſaid, As tbe Father 4 
f bath ſent me, even fo ſend IT you. | 
1 THe Dignity and Truſt to which they . 
be advanced, is, to be the Meſſengers, Stewards; 
5 


and AmMſadors of Gop; the Delegates and Re- | 
3 *preſentatives of the Mediator between Gop and ö 
il Man; to Feed and Teach, Guide and Govern the || 
Y. Flock of Irsus Cas their Lord and Maſter; || 
3 to comfort, correct, admoniſh and warn them in | 
- Curi1sT's 9fead, until his Second Coming to judge 
| | the World in Righteouſ neſs; to be an Example | 
L to his Flock; and the Diſpenſers of his Doctrine 
"A and Myſteries, and of the Spiritual Medicine that 
7 is neceflary to bind up the Broken-hearted, to che: 
* riſh and ſtrengthen the Weak and feeble, to com- || 
4. fort the Diſconſolate, reſtore the Straying, beal ibe 
rh Diſeaſe, ſolace the Languiſhing to encourage the 
* Strong in the Lord, and to prompt and excite the 
1 þ Vs tha and Reſtive; and to watch and guard 


ſo F 2 againſt 
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againſt the Wolves of Falſe-teachers, Hereticks, 
and Infidels; to be the Salt of the Eartb, and tbe 
Lights of the World; to be the diſtinguiſhed Pat- 
terns of Devotion, Humility, Charity, and all good 
Works; and in a Word, 70 become all Things ta 
all Men, that they may gain ſome to be the ſin- 
cere Diſciples and Followers of JesUs CHRIST, 
to reſcue Men from Eternal Perdition, and fave 
their Souls. - 
Tris is the Office and Miniſtration they are to 
undertake, impliedꝰ in theſe Words of the Ordi- 
nal; For the Glory of God, and the Edifying o 
his People, and more particularly expreſs'd, deli- 
neated, and chalked out in the New Teftament. 
As the Honour and Dignity is great, fo is the 
Taſk and Burden ſtupendous: For the Blood of 
Souls that periſh through their Neglect, is to be 
required at their Hand. The juſt Senſe of this, 


made an ancient Holy Father to call t, Onus 


humeris Angelicis formidandum; a Burden for- 


mi dable to the Shoulders of an Angel. A Burden, 


that is only to be duly diſcharged, by the con- 
ſcientious laborious Diligence of the Watchman, © 


who is In/tant in Seaſon and out of ae, Night 
and Day, praying | exceedingly for the Divine Aid 
and Direction of him who hath ſaid, Afe, and ye 
fhall receive; and my Strength is ſufficient for thee, 


for without him we can do nothing. Paul may 


plant, and Appollos may water, but it is God wha 
_ giveth the Increaſe. 7 | le gy: 
Wir what holy Awe then, with what ſo- 


lemn and ſerious Preparation, ought the Earthen _ 
| Veſſels that are Candidates, to approach; NG 
8 5 575 they 
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they are to 0 8 to this hieb and holy © 
Truſt? In the Ember Weeks when the whole 
Church is offering Prayer to Gop in Behalf both 
of the Promoters, and thoſe who are to be pro- 
moted, well may this awaken in their Minds, the 


moſt ſerious Thoughts of the weighty Office they 1 


are about to undertake. 
Bor how ſhall they anſwer to Gop, and their 


oven Conſciences, if from the Want of a diſtin& - 


Idea of the very firſt Queſtion to be propoſed to 
them by the Ordaining Bzſhop, they cannot an- 
ſwer affirmatively to it, without the Danger, ei- 


ther of affirming, they know not what, in ſo tre- 


mendous an Affair; or of incurring the Guilt of 
heinous Hypocriſy, and advancing with Falſhood, 
and g Lie in their Right Hand, in the very firſt 
Step 9 their Promotion? | 
[THe frequent Reflection upon what is: here | 
briefly hiMed, hath often made me marvel, that 


no accurate and pious Author, of any Nation or 


Language (fo fat as I can learn) has ever pub- 
_ liſhed any duly digeſted and deliberate Perform- 


ance upon this Subject. It is not eaſy to find fo 
much together, relating to it, as Biſhop Sander- 


en hath dropt, (I humbly think unhappily) = 


his mentioned Sermon; and this too, is only by 
the way, when he owns that the Text he treated 


of, did not relate to it. 


Ir the cortinual current Courſe of Promotion, . 
to the Holy Miniſtry; the Demand of ſome more 


deſirable Performance that may better ſatisfy and 
direct the Conſcience, ſeems to be urgent; ang 
the nn of this on of nos, ſeems 


to 


* 
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to require it, This hath prompted me to uſe my 
beſt Endeavour to ſearch into the Bottom of the 
Subject, in Hope of doing ſomething towards the 
placing it in a due Light, until ſome more ſuf- 
ficient Hand ſhall undertake i it. 

Ir is manifeſt, that the Succeſs of thoſe who 
labour in the Holy Miniſtry, doth very much 
depend on their firſt ſetting out aright. Falſe- 
hood and Hypocriſy at the firſt ſetting out, gives 


ſmall Hope of a right future Conduct. But the 


being conſcious of having duly entred, encou- 
rageth to look for, and gives a greater Title to the 


divine Bleſſing and Countenance ; which will be 


ſtill the more encreaſed by the afliduous Diligence 
of the conſcientious Labourer in the Harveſt and 
. Vineyard of our Lord. And bleſſed is that Ser- 
want, hom his Lord, when he cometh, ſpall find 


2 doing. 
1 ſhall cloſe this ſhort Treatiſe, by d 


eclaring 


an hearty Abhorrence of the fanatical Wildnels 


of all thoſe Enthufiaſts, who write or ſpeak ſo, 


of this Subject, as if nothing could ſatisfy the 


Conſcience concerning this Iward Call 10 the 
Holy Miniſtry, without ſome extraordinary Im- 
pulſe and Work upon the Spirit, or ſome imme- 
diate private Revelation. The immediate and 
miraculous Inſpiration which was neceſſary in 


the firit Propagation of the Goſpel, - hath long 


ſince ceaſed; (at leaſt as to Frequency) becauſe 
the Need of it is ſuperſeded by the Sufficiency and 
full Confirmation of the Revelation already given; 

and the plain and rational Account, and Manner in 


which 1 have briefly n this Rueſtion, doth» + 


chang 
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3 vindicate me from all Deſign of promot- 


ing ſuch pernicious Doctrine, as doth truly tend 
to enervate Religion; and inſtead of advancing 


the Credit of the Holy Miniſtry, for which ſome 


retend to advance and propagate it; the natural 
ffect of it, is to bring both Religion, and the 
Miniſters of it, into Mockery and Contempt. 
That ſacred Function hath its Dignity and Au- 
thority ſo plainly aſſerted and fenced, by Divine 
and Apoſtolical Inſtitution, in the Holy Scriptures; 


and primitive Writings: in the Times of Miracles, 


and Inſpiration well atteſted, that it ſtands in no 
need of any artful Pretences, or pious Fraud, to 
ſupport its Credit. It is far better to reſt on thoſe 
folid Foundations of the holy Miniſterial Dignity 
and Power, which we find in 1 Te. v. 12, 13. 


and in Heb. xiii. 17. and in many other Places of 


the New Teſtament, than to ſet up ſuch abſurd 
and dangerous Doctrine for ſecuring of them, as 
will, in the End, undermine Religion, and ex- 
poſe the Miniſters of it, to Mockery and Con- 
tempt. 


* 
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Directed to the Au rnoR of theQUERIESand ANSWERS. 


Abſint ab examine, hæreſis, profanitas, & per- 
- Tinacia: Si vero quid bumanitus peccatum fit, 
humaniter condona & admone. 
P. S. In all the Search I have made, among a 
great Variety of Authors, I have never found any 


ſo diſtinct Account of the ward Call to the Holy 
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to require it. This hath prompted me to uſe my 
beſt Endeavour to ſearch into the Bottom of the 
Subject, in Hope of doing ſomething towards the 
placing it in a due Light, until ſome more ſuf- 
ficient Hand ſhall undertake it. "fp 

Ir is manifeſt, that the Succeſs of thoſe who 
labour in the Holy Miniſtry, doth very much 
depend on their firſt ſetting out aright. Falſe- 
hood and Hypocriſy at the firſt ſetting out, gives 


ſmall Hope of a right future Conduct. But the 


being conſcious of having duly entred, encou- 


rageth to look for, and gives a greater Title to the 
divine Bleſſing and Countenance ; which will be 


{till the more encreaſed by the aſſiduous Diligence 
of the conſcientious Labourer in the Harveſt and 
Vineyard of our Lord. And bleſſed is that Ser- 
want, whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find 
ſo doing. Fer! i 

1 Qſhall cloſe this ſhort Treatiſe, by declaring 
an hearty Abhorrence of the fanatical Wildneſs 


of all thoſe Enthufiaſts, who write or ſpeak ſo, 


of this Subject, as if nothing could fatisfy the 


Conſcience concerning this Inward Call to the 
Holy Miniſtry, without ſome extraordinary, Im- 


be 
1 


pulſe and Work upon the Spirit, or ſome imme- 


diate private Revelation. The immediate and 


miraculous Inſpiration which was neceſſary in 
the firſt Propagation of the Goſpel, hath long 
ſince ceaſed; (at leaſt as to Frequency) becauſe 
the Need of it is ſuperſeded by the Sufficiency and 
full Confirmation of the Revelation already given; 
and the plain and rational Account, and Manner in 
which 1 have briefly explained this Qze/tzon, doth» 
| fs : 3 clearly 
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clearly vindicate me from all Deſign of promot- 


ing ſuch pernicious Doctrine, as doth truly tend 
to enervate Religion; and inſtead of advancing 


the Credit of the Holy Miniſtry, for which ſome 


retend to advance and propagate it; the natural 
ffect of it, is to bring both Religion, and the 


Miniſters of it, into Mockery and Contempt. 


That ſacred Function hath its Dignity and Au- 
thority ſo plainly aſſerted and fenced, by Divine 
and Apoſtolical Inſtitution, in the Holy Scriptures, 


and primitive Writings in the Times of Miracles, 


and Inſpiration well atteſted, that it ſtands in no 


need of any artful Pretences, or pious Fraud, to 


ſupport its Credit. It is far better to reſt on thoſe 
ſolid Foundations of the holy Miniſterial Dignity 
and Power, which we find in 1 Te. v. 12, 13. 


and in Heb. xiii. 17. and in many other Places of 


the New Teſtament, than to ſet up ſuch abſurd 
and dangerous Doctrine for ſecuring of them, as 
will, in the End, undermine Religion, and ex- 
poſe the Miniſters of it, to Mockery and Con- 
tempt. 


* 
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| Direfted to the Au rn of theQUERIESand ANSWERS. 


Abfint ab examine, herefis, profanitas, & per- 
tinacia: Si vero quid bumanitus peccatum fit, 
humaniter condona & admone. 


P. S. In all the Search I have made, among a | 


great Variety of Authors, I have never found any 


ſo diſtinct Account of the ward Call to the Holy 


niftry, 
S.«. 4% x Fed | = 4 Miniſt Js ; 


Eh 45 Ar „Eau aste Call c. 
Niniſtry, as is given by Bullinger, Sermogum | 


Decad. 5. Serm. 4. De Vocatione ad Mini mM 


Verbi Dei. pag. 300. Edit. Tiguri. in Officina , 


Chriſtophori Froſcoveri, Ann. 1577. vis. 


tec 


(e 
cc 
cc 
ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ar Requiritur enim ab Ordinandis, Conſtientiz 


propriz*teſtimonium, & vocatio arcana; nimi- 


rum, qua nobis probe ſimus conſcit; excitatos 


nos eſſe, ad hoc Muneris capeſcendum; ; non 
ambitione, non paſcendi ventris gratia, non alio 
aliquo affectu pravo; ſed ſincero Dei timore, 
atque amore, & ificande Fecleſiæ Dei ſtudio. 
De qua re, elegantiffine & fanctiſſime ſeripſit 
Beatus Paulus in 1 7. 500, cap. 2. 
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